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SCENE OF THE GRIBBLE MURDER day night after supper while Stanton
was at his place of business, and a
tramp (as we then called them, the
word "hobo" being unknown to our
Western lexicon and at that, 1 may
be doing injustice to some now stal- -

member of his family, living, or dead,
for that matter.

Finally Harry Cowell became ser-
iously alarmed not so much that he
had any reason to believe that vio-
lence had been done to Martin and
his family, but that an accident might

to be widely circulated that such was
his method, so that prospective hold-
ups might know, that, while they
could have, readily and without phys-
ical danger, held up the Elmore par-
ty at any time, it would be extreme-
ly doubtful if they would have se-
cured the bullion at the time of the
hold-u- p.

But M. Gribble had another meth

od. No one could tell him anything.
He announced to the world thatTm-mediate- ly

after each clean-u- p he was
going to transport the buJifinyjo
Phoenix, and he was going toodespite Vega, the devil, or any tLer
hold-u- p; so his plan was to leave
the Vulture with his buggy team
early in the morning after the clean- -

wart citizen) by the name of Kelly
was washing fishes in the kitchen, a
cavalvade of horsemen rode up to the
Stanton place and someone called
out Oiga Usted, Senor Stanton,
venga aca," and Stanton went to the
door to be met with a fusilade of
shots, and he died instantly upon his

Tragedies Of Early Days In

Arizona Are Recalled By

Thos. D. Malloy Of Yuma
!

Barney Martin And Gribble Murders In The Late 80's
Have Seldom Been Equalled In Atrocity And Cold--
blooded ness Both Murders Are Inter-Relate-d And
The Writer Herewith Corrects Many Errors Which
Have Crept Into Their Account As A Permanent

, Record For Future Histories Of Arizona

own threshold. There were many
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in this cavalcade, but as soon as
Kelly heard the shots, showing that
he did not belie his name, and that
he belonged to the fighting race, he
jumped, took down a rifle that was
hanging over the kitchen door, ran
to the front door of the store, fired
into the retreating horsemen with
fatal effect as to one of them, who
died as suddenly as did Stanton.
There were to be two inquests held
as quickly as a coroner could come
from Prescott; and witnesses were
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called from all around the Stanton
and Weaver district; and yet not a
single witness was found to testify
that he knew the man that Kelly had

By Tom Molley
Yuma, Arizona,
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Pioneer Editor,
Arizona Itepublican:

have happened, and they might have
perished for want of water, and he
sent word to Phoenix that Barney
Martin and his family had left his
place more than a week before that
time and no one had met them, and
he desired to know if the Martin
family had reached Phoenix. Billy
Blankenship and others immediately
made inquiries from all the corrals
where, of course, Martin must have
put up, with no results. Then rescue
parties were organized, and the
desert searched. When finally mur-
der was suspected, the dry wells were
examined with looking glasses for
dead bodies.

At this point it may be well to ex-
plain that there were in the very
early days two wells attempted to be
dug upon the desert between the
Agua Fria and the Hassayampa
one known as Desert 'Well, and the
other Nigger Well, and the names
have frequently been confounded.
Of course, neither one of them was
a well in any true sense but simply a
deep hole dug in the ground in the
vain attempt to procure water. The
Desert Well is located about 12 miles
from the Upper Crossing of the Agua
Fria and almost at the junction of the
road from the lower Agua Fria cross-
ing; and close to that well there
should now be a hole in the ground
about the size of a large washtub,
created when Frenchy Debaud ex-
pended 2600 pounds of giant powder
in the killing of one coyote which Is
another story, that was well told by
Editor Spear in the Arizona Repub-
lican nearly twenty years ago. De-ba- ud

died for his country in Cuba
during the Spanish-America- n war.
And, with apologies to Coleridge:

The scout's bones are dust.
And his good rifle is rust;

His soul is with the saints, I trust.
Nigger Well is so called because

killed; and who he was, or whence
he came, is yet, a mystery. AgainIn response to your request to fur-- .

right on iny part to be classed as a
real pioneer of Arizona. That honor
belongs, as to Yuma county, to such
as Captain Isaac Polharmis, now in
his 95th year, who has been contin-
uously a resident of Arizona since
1856; Joe Redondo, who came as a
child in '59; Oscar K. Townsend, who
has been here since the late bO's, and
Miss Mary ,K. Post, the precise date
of whose coming I shall not be so
ungallant as to record, suffice to say

dame rumor was busy. It was said
that Stanton had received all of the
boodle from the Martin murders, and

msn some reminiscences of the early
days in Arizona, the following is
submitted:

While well within your classifica-
tion of "Arizona Pioneers." I wish
to disclaim, if not deprecate., p.ny

that he had failed and refused to
divide the spoils with, the men who
had actually and foully won them.
and that In revenge Stanton's

had killed him. But that
is another mystery, that probably will
never be solved unless those should
speak, for whom silence Is safety.This picture was taken at Nigger Wells, between the Hassayampa and

Agua Fria rivers, soon after the murder of Cyrus Gribble, John Williams
and Charles Doolittle at that spot. The remains of the horse shot down
at the time of the murder can be dimly seen in the foreground. The old
stage is coming over the hill.

Two-stor- y brick business build-
ing, with 50 foot frontage on
Washington street, for

$5,500.00
For Loans, Insurance, Bargains

in Real Estate, seek no further
for better can't be found.

E. J. BENNITT; Agent
16 N. Center Street '
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The Cribble Murders
Thus ended the Martin tragedy, ex-

cept for the horror of the event, and
the terror created by the name of
Francisco Vega. '

From the winter of '88-8- 7 till some
months after the Gribble murders I
drove the Jack Baker ten-mu- le team
hauling supplies from Phoenix to the
Vulture, including monthly consign-
ments of cash to meet pay-da- y

checks. No doubt that aggravated
my terror, but I knew others, who
were without fear, to mention Vega's
name with uneasiness. It was said
that he had a rendezvous at Castle
Dome, from out of which he might
sally forth at any time and rob and

and part hearsay, some of the hear-
say from an undisclosed, but relia-
ble source; all with apologies to
those who could, if they would, bet-
ter tell it

The Barney Martin Murders. tradition says that in the digging of
the well one of the owners of the ven
ture, a colored man, was murdered
down in the well about one hundred
feet or thereabouts by his partner
piling rocks on top of him. That well assassinate the wayfarer. But lateris located in the depression in the
desert, hereinafter described, where
the Martin and Gribble murders were

investigations and a residence of ov-
er 20 years in Yuma county, after
diligent inquiry, has failed to disperpetrated.
close that anyone of the name ofNo bodies were found in either well,

but in the same depression in the
desert where the Nigger Well is sit-
uated, there was found the tracks of
a wagon that had turned out of the

when I arrived In Arizona. Of course,
the other counties have thetr pio-
neers, but we are anxiously await-
ing the- - publication of your Special
Pioneer Edition, so that it may be
determined who, if anyone, now liv-

ing, was in Arizona prior to the com-
ing of Isaac Polhamus.

What follows will be only "near"
personal reminiscences; while I
helped to haul the first house from
AVilliams to Ash Fork, Marshall
Woods store; drove the team that
delivered the first piece of machinery
for the Howell Smelter on Lynx
Creek in 1882; pulled the jerk line
on 'Gene Richard's bell team when
it delivered the first load of coke to
the Jerome Smelter In 1883; saw
part of the melee In the old Court
house In Prescott in 1884, which re-

sulted in the death of Pat McAtee,
and other casualties; and was pres-
ent in the court room in Phoenix in
September-- , 1S92, when only the thick-
ness of a woman's black handbag
prevented Tom Graham's widow
from wreaking a Just vengeance upon
the murderer of her husband (but
that is another storj-- , which may not
even yet be told); I shall refrain
from detailing merely personal ex-

perience, and shall confine myself
to correcting some slight errors that
have crept into some histories of

Francisco Vega was ever known to
have been in the vicinity of Castle
Dome. ,

In those days there were no rail-
roads and no automobiles. There-
fore, the bullion produced at the Vul

In the spring of 1S66, at Stanton,
on the south side of 'the Weaver
Mountains, at tne foot of Antelope
hill, there wer living and do-
ing business, in the way of dis-
pensing accommodations for man
and beast, two Irishmen, Bar-
ney Martin, who had a wife
and family,, and S. P. Stanton, a
bachelor. There was nothing dis-
tinctive about Barney Martin; buta great deal of mystery, no doubt
fostered by himself, surrounded the
antecedents of Stanton. He at one
time had been a supercargo on a P.
& O. steamer plying between Kng-lan- d

and East India. It was rumored
that he had participated in a cer-
tain diamond field swindle: to have
been educated for the Catholic priest-
hood at Maynouth; but it is extreme-
ly doubtful if he even belonged to
that faith. Anyway, he and Bar-
ney Martin, true to the wayward
fate of their race, did not get along
very well together. They were busi

road and followed a northeasterly
course towards the mountains that

Welcome Pioneers
We extend a cordial invitation to
you to visit us during your stay in
the valley.

The 0. S. STAPLEY

CG; Inc
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Southwest '.

Established 1900
McCORMICK AND DEERING HAR-
VESTING MACHINERY.

INTERNATIONAL TRACTORS,
TRUCKS AND TILLAGE IMPLE-
MENTS.

''Everything in Farm Equipment"

'Phoenix . Glendale Chandler ' Mesa

ture mine had to be transported 60bound the desert on the north; then
usually called the Castle Creek miles by team of some sort from the
mountains. Those tracks were fol Vulture to Phoenix. In March, 1888,
lowed by some pioneers, whose names
escape me, to the foothills where
they found that the wagon had been
destroyed by fire, except the tires
itnd such portions as were not com-
bustible, and in the ashes and cin-
ders were found the remnants of the

The above ad ran in the late
Nineties in the Phoenix Herald, '

later the Republican, and is what is
now known as the Tharaldson-Buildi- ng

on West Washington
Street. Its value today is probably
near $100,000.00.

We are of the opinion that the op-

portunity for investment in
nix today is just as good as they
were in the late Nineties.

s

E. J. Bennitt & Company
Heard Building

Phoenix - ;
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bones of Barney Martin, his wife.
four children, and an unborn babe.ness rivals, political rivels, and if all foully murdered and burned withthere had been any chance for re-

ligious rivalry in those days at Stan the wagon. The Martin mules were
turned loose at that point. Immeton, Arizona, it is probable there

the superintendent of the Vulture
mine was Cyrus Gribble. He had in
him an Immense stock of egotism and
bullheadedness. His predecessor, El-
more, was impressed with the terror
of Vega's name, .and being desirous
of avoiding hold-up- s as much as pos-
sible, managed so that few knew just
exactly when the. bullion left the Vul-
ture or how it was conveyed to Phoe-
nix. After each clean-u- p, but on no
stated day, at no particular hour of
the day or night, Elmore would leave
the Vulture wita his team and bug-
gy, and perhaps accompanied by one,
two or three other teams or buggies,
and a crowd of good fellows, and
make a flying trip to Phoenix: and
each of those flying trips would be
well marked, on either side of the
road, at not long distances apart,
by "dead soldiers." But not always
did the bullion accompany these par-
ties, perhaps by days on a slow mov

diately after the murders there was a
heavy summer shower wwich dewould have been a religious strife

between them. It is not to be un stroyed the trail, and it was impos
sible to determine which way thederstood from this, however, that any

such deadly enmity existed between murderers had gone from the scene
of their revolting crime. Martinthem as would ordinarily have led

to murder. But the lack of neighbor was held un by some horsemen on
ly accord later gave rise to many the main road, compelled to drive his
weird and ugly rumors.

Arizona, concerning two Arizona
tragedies of the late "80s Barney
Martin and the Gribble murders.
Those tragedies, often equaled, no
doubt, but rarely exceeded, in atro-
city and cold bloodedness, have been
deemed worthy of notice in written
historiesjof Arizona; and if the future
students of Arizona history are en-

titled to know about those tragedies
they are entitled to an accurate ac-

count.
Those two tragedies are so inti-

mately connected in fiction and in
fact that it is impossible to give an
intelligent account of one tragedy
without detailing the history of the
other. What follows will be in part
the result of observation, part legend,

In the spring of JS86 Martin was
the owner of certain property rights

team out of the road and to the point
where the killing and burning took
place. It was not known to the
eeneral miblic. and perhaps to noon the Hassayampa,-whic- were pur-

chased by the projectors of the Wal one but the murderers and their Im
nut Grove dam for some few thou mediate confederates, what amount ing freight wagon, or by stage, or

with a man on horseback; and, asof money, if any, over and above the
insignificant sum necessary to defray
the expenses of the trip from Stanton

sands of dollars amount uncertain,
but such as nowadays would be con-
sidered a very moderate fortune, in

frequently the bullion did not leave
the Vulture until after the superin-
tendent had ostensibly conveyed itdeed. The result was that Martin. to Phoenix, that Martin may have

had with him. It is not known forin the summer of 1SS"5, sold out all to Phoenix. And Elmore caused it
certain to this day, who actuallyhis holdings in that region, and when

where and how he received the pur nernetrated the Barney Martin mur
ders, or If it is known, those who
know are not willing to tell, for most
obvious reasons the statute of limi

chase price is not at all certain.
Anyway he started for rhoenix In a
light wagon drawn by four small
miles, with his wife and family. On
the way they stormed at Seymour.
where Harry Cowell was keeping the
station.

For, the Information of those who
are not pioneers, it may be well to
state that during the many years
that the Vulture mine was worked,
and prior to the erection of a stamp

We Are Proud to Be Num-bere-d

Among the Pioneers
- "

Who Have Built Arizona
mill upon the ground, the Vulture 19211887ores were millets at different times
at three points dn the Hassayampa
Wickenburg:, Seymour and Smith's
Mill. Smith's Mill being about 12
miles south of Wickenburg, and Sey
mour being intermediate. Water
being available at tnose places, sta

tation does not run against murder
in Arizona.

But while no one knew for certain,
rumor was very busy indeed with
certain names. It was said that one
Francisco Vega was the chief crim-
inal, acting under the directions of
Stanton; and that the motive for the
murder was combined revenge and
cupidity, to punish Martin for a long
series of petty offenses against Stan-
ton, and to secure the money for
which he had sold out. Proceeding
upon that theory Tom Bryant (cor-
rect name Thomas J. Bryan) nd
some of his friends one night at
Phoenix, out on the banks of the
Town Ditch, took a Mexican from the
region of Stanton or Weaver, and
hung him by the neck to a tree for
an extended period in a vain at-

tempt to compel him to disclose
something tending to incriminate
Stanton, Vega and others. But that
attempt, and all other attempts, to
trace the murderers of the Martin
family, failed; and no one has ever
been brought to justice tor those
diabolical crimes that la, not In a
court.

But there is a sequel to the Martin
murders; that is, if Stanton was in
any way implicated in the crime.
The following winter, on one Satur

tlons, or roadhouscs, were thereafter
established for the convenience of
travelers. And during the period of
this story Harry Cowell was keep
ing the station at Seymour, and Bill
Gahan at Smith s Mill.

v
The Martin family stayed over night

at Seymour, and left early next
morning to make the le drive to
water 35 miles if they intended to
make the Lower Crossing of the Agua
Fria. During the week following, as
other travelers put in to Seymour,
Harry asked: "Did you meet Bar
ney," but no one had met Barney;
and no one, except their murderers,
ever again saw Barney Martin, or any

TN THE VARIOUS LUMBER YARDS which we
conduct in the State of Arizona, we have con-

scientiously adhered to that helpful spirit and
that constructive policy that has made the build-
ing of a great commonwealth possible. It has
been a pleasure and a privilege to bear so im-

portant a part in this great constructive pro-
gram.

For the future we only ask that consideration
which is our right through those broad policies
of constructive helpfulness that have made pos-
sible our success in the past.
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and
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and Your Friends!
FOR thirty-fou- r years our store has

a place where Arizona peo-
ple like to meet, talk and enjoy the
delicious, satisfying ice cream and
refreshments which have made
"Donofrio's" a household worcL

Thename "Donofrio's" is so close- -
ly associated with good ice cream
that, for years, the two have been
synonymour.

Discriminating people in Phoenix
no longer ask for ice cream it is not
necessary they always say "Dono-
frio's."
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in Phoenix under the same
name and management.
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